To David Wright, Sports Editor, Reading Post.

TABLE TENNIS         (by Roger Woolven-Allen)

THE KINGFISHER series of Grand Prix tournaments is over for another year and Earley’s Daniel Moses has taken the overall title.  But, while nothing should be taken away from the teenager’s incredible performance, the final night unquestionably belonged to the Czech star Martin Chodounsky.
In the pre-match warm-up, Chodounsky broke his racket and it was thought at this stage, because all table tennis bats are different, that his chances of retaining third place on the leaderboard were virtually zero.  But Chodounsky proved everyone wrong.  Oh, how he proved them wrong…

The Reading-based Czech player borrowed a racket and, for the first two matches, eased his way into the subtle differences between one bat and another.  In the first round, Chodounsky was drawn against top lady player Wendy Porter and just managed to secure victory 10-12 11-5 9-11 11-4 11-7.  Had Porter sneaked this match then the remainder of the tournament would have been very, very different.
As it was, Chodounsky entered the second round feeling increasingly confident with his new bat and easily defeated the Polish player Richard Rosinski in three straight games 11-4 11-5 11-7.

From then on the Czech star was drawn against the big names of the Grand Prix circuit.  He defeated nationally-ranked youngster Daniel McTiernan in their quarter-final clash, but only by the narrowest of margins.  At the semi-final stage, chart-topper Daniel Moses fell to Chodounsky’s skill and determination in four ends.
The final match itself, between Chodounsky and Woodley’s Liam McTiernan, was a nail-biting affair.  If 15-year-old McTiernan took the twelfth title, he would push himself into the bronze-medal position; if he lost, the Czech player would snatch silver from the hands of the Indian ace Hari Gehlot.  The spectators lapped it up…
The games were close, but Chodounsky won three straight, thereby pushing himself into second place on the final leaderboard  –   a mere eleven points ahead of Gehlot!!

The final of the twelfth consolation event was won by Thame’s Andy Misseldine, who defeated Leo Long 11-9 11-6 in a best-of-three encounter.

Tournament sponsor Andy Yon generously presented the winners with their trophies.  Daniel Moses took the top honours; Chodounsky came second and Hari Gehlot third.  The top performing lady player of the series was Wendy Porter, while the top Junior Boy was Liam McTiernan and the top Junior Girl was Maria Tsaptsinos.  The player voted the Most Sporting Participant of the entire series was 13-year-old Leo Long.  Long had taken part in all twelve tournaments, travelling from Newbury with his grandparents each week and, in his various matches, always cheerily accepted both victory and defeat with equal magnanimity.  Many top players forecast a great table tennis future for the youngster and, they agree, Long will soon find himself ranked amongst stars such as Daniel Moses and Liam McTiernan.
On a final lighter note, it was noticed that, while many of the older players, having finished playing, would slump exhausted in the nearest available chairs, Leo Long would spend his time between matches riding his scooter around the grounds of The Bulmershe School!

Results of Tournament 12:
Quarter Finals:  Daniel Moses bt Hari Gehlot 13-11 11-7 8-11 3-11 11-6; Ramesh Gehlot bt Roger Woolven-Allen 11-7 12-10 11-6; Liam McTiernan bt Richard Fifield 11-5 11-4 11-2; Martin Chodounsky bt Daniel McTiernan 12-14 14-12 9-11 11-3 13-11.
Semi Finals:  L McTiernan bt R Gehlot 11-3 11-8 11-7; Chodounsky bt Moses 11-5 7-11 6-11 11-7 11-7.
Final:  Chodounsky bt L McTiernan 13-11 12-10 11-8.
Grand Prix Points after Tournament 12:  Moses 1176, Chodounsky 805, H Gehlot 774, L McTiernan 579, Misseldine 535, Heaps 468, R Gehlot 466, Buck 392, S Williams 384, Fifield 365, van Looy 348, Rosinski 345, Outrim 306, Woolven-Allen 295, D McTiernan 275, King 267, Organ 257, Costa 245, Yon 236, Long 225, Olsson 222, Childs 220, Jack 214, Civil 207, Porter 156, Gostelow 135, Dyke 134, Houghton 133, Mitchell 120, A Gehlot 114, Grover 112, Dorrington 86, Bennett 80, Pack 68, Burns 67, McGrane 62, Ayres 60, Pusey 58, Woolnough 50, Tsaptsinos 49, Banks 42, Taylor 40, Duncan 37, L Williams 33, A Uranker 28, P Uranker 23, Wedi 18, Gallen 17, Garcon 15, Radnoti 15, Siau 10, Mortimer 4.
(Roger Woolven-Allen, for the Reading Post, 3rd August 2011)

